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Negro woman is to meet these new businesslike ideals. The
constant influx of workers unfamiliar with household conditions
in New York keeps the situation one of turmoil. The Negro
woman, moreover, is revolting against residential domestic service. It is a last stand in her fight to maintain a semblance
of family life. For this reason, principally, the number of
day or casual workers is on the increase. Happiness is almost
impossible under the strain of these conditions. Health and
morale suffer, but how else can her children, loose all afternoon, be gathered together at nightfall? Through it all she
manages to give satisfactory service and the Negro woman is
sought after for this unpopular work, largely because her honesty, loyalty and cleanliness have stood the test of time.
Through her drudgery, the women of other groups find leisure
time for progress. This is one of her contributions to America.

It is apparent from what has been said that even in New
York City, Negro women are of a race which is free neither
economically, socially nor spiritually. Like women in general,
but more particularly like those of other oppressed minorities,
the Negro woman has been forced to submit to overpowering
conditions. Pressure has been exerted upon her, both from
without and within her group. Her emotional and sex life is
a reflex of her economic station. The women of the working
class will react, emotionally and sexually, similarly to the
working-class woman of other races. The Negro woman does
not maintain any moral standard which may be assigned chiefly
to qualities of race, any more than a white woman does. Yet
she has been singled out and advertised as having lower sex
standards. Superficial critics who have had contact only with
the lower grades of Negro women, claim that they are more
immoral than other groups of women. This I deny. This is
the sort of criticism which predicates of one race, to its detriment, that which is common to all races. Sex irregularities are
not a matter of race, but of socio-economic conditions. Research shows that most of the African tribes from which the
Negro sprang have strict codes for sex relations. There is
no proof of inherent weakness in the ethnic group.

Gradually overcoming the habitual limits imposed upon her
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