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THE NEW NEGRO





by slave masters, she increasingly seeks legal sanction for the
consummation and dissolution of sex contracts. Contrary to
popular belief, illegitimacy among Negroes is cause for shame
and grief. When economic, social and biological forces combined bring about unwed motherhood, the reaction is much the
same as in families in other racial groups. Secrecy is maintained if possible. Generally the married aunt or even the
girl's mother claims the illegitimate child as her own. The
foundling asylum is seldom sought. Schooled in this kind of
suffering in the days of slavery, the Negro woman often tempers scorn with sympathy for weakness. Stigma does fall upon
the unmarried mother, but perhaps in this matter the Negro's
attitude is nearer the modern enlightened ideal for the social
treatment of the unfortunate. May not this, too, be considered another contribution to America ?

With all these forces at work, true sex equality has not been approximated. The ratio of opportunity in the sex, social, economic and political spheres is about that which exists between white men and women. In the large, I would say that the Negro woman is the cultural equal of her man because she is generally kept in school longer. Negro boys, like white boys, are usually put to work to subsidize the family income. The growing economic independence of Negro working women is causing her to rebel against the domineering family attitude of the cruder working-class husband. The masses of Negro men are engaged in menial occupations throughout the working day. Their baffled and suppressed desires to determine their economic life are manifested in overbearing domination at home. Working mothers are unable to instill different ideals in the sons. Conditions change slowly. Nevertheless, education and opportunity are modifying the spirit of the younger Negro men. Trained in modern schools of thought, they begin to show a wholesome attitude of fellowship and freedom for their women. The challenge to young Negro womanhood is to see clearly this trend and grasp the proffered comradeship with sincerity. In this matter of sex equality, Negro women have contributed few outstanding militants, a notable instance being the historic Sojourner Truth. On the whole the Negra
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