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as to give the people an effective voice in their affairs both in the Legislative and Municipal Governments, and that the Conference pledges itself to submit proposals for such reforms.”

The reasons for this demand are thus described:

“In the demand for the franchise by the people of British
West Africa, it is not to be supposed that they are asking to be
allowed to copy a foreign institution. On the contrary, it is important to notice that the principle of electing representatives
to local councils and bodies is inherent in all the systems of
British West Africa. . . . From the foregoing it is obvious
that a system by which the Governor of a Crown Colony nominates whom he thinks proper to represent the people is considered by them as a great anomaly and constitutes a grievance
and a disability which they now request should be remedied.”

Never before has black Britain spoken so clearly or so
cogently. For the most part the African population of the
empire has been silent.

Since the war not only has West Africa thus spoken but
the colored West Indies have complained. They want Home
Rule and they are demanding it. They asked after the war:

Why was it that no black man sat in the Imperial Conference?
Why is it that one of the oldest parts of the empire lingers in
political serfdom to England and industrial bondage to America? Why is there not a great British West Indian Federation, stretching from Bermuda to Honduras and Guiana, and
ranking with the free dominions? The answer was clear and
concise—Color.

In 1916 a new agitation for representative government began in Granada. The fire spread to all the West Indies and in 1921 a delegation was received by the Colonial Office in London at the same time that the Second Pan-African Congress was in session.

Here were unusual appeals to English democracy—appeals that not even commercial propaganda could wholly hush. But there was a force that curiously counteracted them. Liberal England, wanting world peace and fearing French militarism, backed by the English thrift that is interested in the restored economic equilibrium, found as one of its most prominent











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_New_Negro.pdf/457&oldid=11247018"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 2 May 2021, at 01:48
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 2 May 2021, at 01:48.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








