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THE WORLD'S FAMOUS ORATIONS




ends; and such as from the issue and success rather might be thought a conception of Spain than begotten here with us.[1]
Mr. Speaker, I am sorry for this interruption, but much more sorry if there have been occasion; wherein, as I shall submit myself wholly to your judgment to receive what censure you shall give me if I have offended, so in the integrity of my intentions, and clearness of my thoughts, I must still retain this confidence, that no greatness may deter me from the duties which I owe to the service of the country, the service of the king. With a true English heart, I shall discharge myself as faithfully and as really, to the extent of my poor powers, as any man whose honors or whose offices most strictly have obliged him.

You know the dangers Denmark was then in, and how much they concerned us; what in respect of our alliance with that country, what in the importance of the Sound; what an acquisition to our enemies the gain thereof would he, what loss, what prejudice to us! By this division, we, breaking upon France, France being engaged by us, and the Netherlands at amazement between both, neither could intend to aid that luckless king whose loss is our disaster.


Can those now, that express their troubles at the hearing of these things, and have so often told us in this place of their knowledge in the
 


	↑ Buckingham's intrigues with Spain are here referred to. Eliot's remark produced a sensation at the time, but the outcome of it showed that he had his listeners in a majority with him.
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