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That none can pierce the vast black veil uncertain

Because there is no light beyond the curtain;
That all is vanity and nothingness.


Titanic from her high throne in the north,
That City's sombre Patroness and Queen,

In bronze sublimity she gazes forth
Over her Capital of teen and threne,

Over the river with its isles and bridges,

The marsh and moorland, to the stern rock-ridges,
Confronting them with a coëval mien.


The moving moon and stars from east to west
Circle before her in the sea of air;

Shadows and gleams glide round her solemn rest.
Her subjects often gaze up to her there:

The strong to drink new strength of iron endurance,

The weak new terrors; all, renewed assurance
And confirmation of the old despair.
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