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THE EMPEROR'S LIFE
7


"Oh, this must be the Nightingale! How wonderful that such a little bird has such a tremendous voice!" said they.

"That is not a bird singing, that is a cow mooing," said the little kitchen maid. "We have a long way to go yet."

A little farther on they heard some frogs croaking in the marsh. The Chinese Chaplain was with them and he said, "How sublime! That is just like the ringing of a church bell."

"Why," said the little kitchen maid, "those are frogs croaking, but very soon we shall hear her."

Just then the Nightingale began to sing.

"Hark!" cried the little girl. "Listen!" and pointing to a little bird sitting up in the branches, said, "There she is."

"It doesn't seem possible that so very common looking a bird as that can sing," said the First Lord. "It must be that she has lost her brilliant plumage because there are so many distinguished people here."

Then the little kitchen maid called out, "Little Nightingale, our gracious Emperor invites you to sing before him this evening!"














[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_jade_story_book;_stories_from_the_Orient_(IA_jadestorybooksto00cous).pdf/23&oldid=12110231"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 30 January 2022, at 00:29
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 30 January 2022, at 00:29.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








