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THE PROBLEM OF SMALL NATIONS



 


	


Magyars





....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





		10,050,575


	


Roumanians





....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





		2,949,027


	


Germans





....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





		2,037,435


	


Slovaks





....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





		1,967,970


	


Croatians





....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





		1,833,167


	


Serbians





....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





		1,106,471


	


Little Russians





....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................





		472,587



The policy of oppression pursued by the two ruling races of the dual empire made the collapse of the whole crazy structure of the Hapsburg monarchy inevitable sooner or later. For years, as Francis Joseph was growing old, speculation was rife about the fate of Austria after his death. As it is, Francis Joseph preceded his empire into the tomb by only a year or so. When he declared war on Serbia, he signed the death warrant of the greatness of the Hapsburg dynasty.

Today not a single one of the eleven races subject to Emperor Charles desires the continuation of Austria-Hungary. Poles expect the restoration of Poland; Little Russians want to join twenty-five million of their kinsmen in Russia; Roumanians hope to form a part of greater Roumania; Croatians, Slovenians and Serbians plan the union of their race with Serbia and Montenegro in a Great Yugoslav kingdom. Italians of Austria will naturally be joined to Italy. Bohemians and Slovaks want independence in a common Czechoslovak state. Magyars care for only one thing, to maintain their tyranny over all Hungary, while the Germans want the closest union with or even annexation to imperial Germany. The only Austrian left is the emperor. Dismemberment of Austria will hurt Emperor Charles in pride and pocket, but it will be welcomed by the overwhelming majority of the people of the empire.

During the nineteenth century the Turk was the sick man of Europe. Today that ignoble role is played by Austria. The sooner it is partitioned in accordance with the legitimate aspirations of its races, the better for the peace of the world.
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