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118
THE HOUR OF REST.



these, Paltiel, a beloved disciple, was declared
to have much power over the people. He
dwelt at Bethany, and was often with Lazarus,
a friend of the Prophet, and one who was
declared to have been once laid in the sepulchre, whence he came forth alive.

While they consulted concerning him, Paltiel
returned homewards from the city, where he
had taught in the dwellings of the Nazarenes
through the day. He was weary, and rejoiced
when he saw his dwelling beneath the olives,
and the friends who sat near to wait his approach. They arose while he was yet far off;
for he was honoured among them; and they
received him gladly, for he was the beloved of
their hearts. They led him in that he might
refresh himself. There were no slaves in the
household, for all such were made free by the
gospel; but they remained as brethren. They
washed the feet of Paltiel, and prepared the
evening meal. Women were there who baked
the kneaded cakes, and spread out dates and
honey on the board.

A large company placed themselves around
it when Paltiel had spoken the blessing.

They talked cheerfully of many things; for
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