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132
THE HOUR OF REST.



is in his heart, I fear not for him,” replied Sadoc, “but rather rejoice.”

Paltiel heard his words and smiled upon him.

As they passed by where Jesus had led forth his disciples to behold how he left the world, Paltiel looked up into the heaven, saying, “Would it were here!”

But neither here could he tarry a moment.

Thenceforth he looked steadfastly on the temple, both when they descended to the valley, and when they crossed the torrent, and when they entered the Sheep-gate, which stood open to receive them. Then the multitude was suddenly hushed, through awe of the holy courts: but not the less fiercely did they gnash their teeth on the man whom they believed to have profaned the holy place.—On the flight of steps which led from the valley to the temple courts, was a Nazarene who had been a slave, but was now a freedman. By Paltiel had he been instructed in the faith, and established among the brethren. His first-born was in his arms, and he held him forth that Paltiel might bless the child. Paltiel bent his face over the face of the child, and blessed
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