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ALAS! THAT MIGHTY CITY!



maidens could go forth to the water-springs at sunrise. Neither were those streams now pure; for the bodies of the dead were cast abroad from the walls, and lay beneath the waters of Siloah and Kedron, The mighty men of the Hebrews were trodden under foot, and the cry of anguish went up from all the dwellings of Zion. The palaces of Jerusalem were still seen from afar, like unto the abodes of princes; but famine raged where the feast had been spread. The temple still savoured of incense; but slaughter had polluted the sacrifices. The trumpets still sounded to battle from the towers; but with them was again mingled the voice of evil omen which cried, “Woe, woe, unto the city!”

When the Christians heard these things, they prayed that the days of trouble should be shortened; but while they sorrowed for their nation, they gave thanks that the law of salvation had been promised to all people. The glory of the Hebrews was passing away, as a wandering fire that vanishes in darkness; but the bright and morning star had risen which should set no more.—Though the Jews should pass under the yoke and be chained to the car
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