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LIFE IN DEATH.
47


hold! the Prophet passed by. None was with him but two of his chosen disciples; but Paltiel, the friend of Sadoc, followed behind; for
whither the Teacher went, he went also. They passed slowly and silently along, for no man knew him, and the shadows of even had fallen. Sadoc made a sign to Paltiel to tarry, and instantly threw himself at Imri’s feet.

“My father!” he cried, “let my request find favour with thee. Open thy gates to this man, that he may abide this one night. Hear him, and if his words are evil, cast me forth with him for ever. If good, salvation hath come unto thy house.”

Michal, who had drawn near unperceived, also laid hold of the garment of Imri, beseeching him; but he withdrew it from her grasp, and glanced angrily upon them, and turned, and entered the Alijah to pray for mercy on his rebellious children, and for condemnation on the false Prophet and all who should believe on him. Michal fell on her brother’s neck, and they wept together.

“The honour shall not be ours, Sadoc, to welcome the messenger of Jehovah, O that I might spread his couch and set food before
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