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67


death in his cause: else should my blood flow at the foot of his altar as freely as the blood of the evening sacrifice: the joy of my spirit should overcome the pangs of the body, and men should account the day of my death better than the day of my birth.”

He ceased, and none answered, for voices were heard below, asking for him and Sadoc, the son of Imri. Men were sent by the rulers to bring them before the council, that they might tell somewhat concerning Jesus of Nazareth, Ozias feared for them, but dared not resist the orders of the Sanhedrim. Sadoc arose without delay, and went down to the gate. As Paltiel passed the entrance of the tabernacle, a gleam from the dying lamp shone on his countenance, and shewed that it was also lighted by fire from within.

Qzias and his son followed the two friends to the place where the council was sitting, which was in one of the apartments of the temple; but they were obliged to remain without while Paltiel and Sadoc were led before the rulers. The time wore away slowly, and when the cock crew, and no one came forth from the council-chamber, Ozias feared lest his guests
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