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THE BRIAR-ROSE





Yet round him—Christ! how the Briars rave,
The snaky Briars,
The venom’d Briars!

Now he treadeth the first high hall,
Where Judge and Poet, Scholar and King,

Loll in the web of a subtle thrall,
Stifled by wreaths that catch and cling.

Ay, catch and cling, for ye soon shall fall,
Ye cozening Briars,
Ye choking Briars!

What of the inner chamber there? . . .
O pitiful chamber, place of ruth!

Paven all with maidens fair,
Strewn with the bodyguard of Truth,

Caught, at her door, in the dreamy snare
Of the kissing Briars,
The smothering Briars!
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