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The Gift of Black Folk





rebellion in Honduras and the Viceroy Mendoza
in Mexico writes of an uprising among the slaves
and Indians in 1537.[1]
One of the most remarkable cases of resistance was the establishment and
defense of Palmares in Brazil where 40 determined Negroes in 1560 established a city state
which lived for nearly a half century growing to a
population of 20,000 and only overthrown when
7,000 soldiers with artillery were sent against it.
The Chiefs committed suicide rather than surrender.[2]
Early in the sixteenth century and from that time down until the nineteenth the black rebels whom the Spanish called “Cimarrones” and whom we know as “Maroons” were infesting the mountains and forests of the West Indies and South America. Gage says between 1520 and 1530: “What the Spaniards fear most until they get out of these mountains are two or three hundred Negroes, Cimarrones, who for the bad treatment they received have fled from masters in order to resort to these woods; there they live with their wives and children and increase in numbers every year, so that the entire force of Guatemala (City) and its environments is not capable to subdue them.”


	↑ Wiener, Africa and the Discovery of America, Vol. I, pp. 155-8.

	↑ C. E. Chapman in Journal of Negro History, Vol. 3, p. 29.
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