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The Gift of Black Folk







5. The Appeal to Reason 




The appeal of the Negro to democracy, however, was not entirely or perhaps even principally
an appeal of force. There was continually the
appeal to reason and justice. Take the significant
case of Paul Cuffee of Massachusetts, born in
1759, of a Negro father and Indian mother.
When the selectmen of the town of Dartmouth
refused to admit colored children to the public
schools, or even to make separate provision for
them, he refused to pay his school taxes.
He was
duly imprisoned, but when freed he built at his
own expense a school house and opened it to all
without race discrimination.
His white neighbors
were glad to avail themselves of this school as it
was more convenient and just as good as the school
in town.
The result was that the colored children
were soon admitted to all schools.
Cuffee was a ship owner and trader, and afterward took a colony to Liberia at his own expense.[1]
Again Prince Hall, the Negro founder of the African
Lodge of Masons which the English set up in
1775, aroused by the revolution in Haiti and a
race riot in Boston said in 1797:

“Patience, I say, for were we not possessed of a great measure of it you could not bear up under


	↑ Brawley, pp. 123-4; Journal of Negro History, Vol. 2, pp. 209-28.
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