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The Gift of Black Folk





He formed first the Free African Society and
finally established Bethel Church.

As this church grew and multiplied it became
the African Methodist Episcopal Church which
now boasts three quarters of a million members.
Allen was its first bishop. With Allen was associated Absalom Jones, born a slave in Delaware
in 1746. He became the first Negro priest in the
Episcopal Church. John Gloucester became the
pioneer Negro minister among colored Presbyterians and gave that church his four sons as
ministers. George Leile became a missionary of
the American Negroes to the Negroes of Jamaica
and began missionary work on that island while
Lott Carey in a similar way became a missionary
to Africa. Then came Nat Turner, the preacher
revolutionist. James Varick, a free negro of
New York who was the first bishop of the black
Zion Methodist revolt, and afterward there followed the stream of Negro leaders who have
built and led the organization of colored churches.
But this is only part of the story.

It will be seen that the development of the Negro church was not separate from the white. Black preachers led white congregations, white preachers addressed blacks. In many other ways Negroes influenced white religion continuously and tremendously. There was the “Shout,” com-
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