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The Gift of Black Folk





labor get a tremendous amount of work out of
the same gangs. The explanation of all this is
clear and simple:
The Negro laborer has not
been trained in modern organized industry but
rather in quite a different school.

The European workman works long hours and
every day in the week because it is only in this
way that he can support himself and family. With
the present organization of industry and methods
of distributing the results of industry any failure
of the European workingman to toil hard and
steadily would mean either starvation or social
disgrace through the lowering of his standard of
living.

The Negro workingman on the other hand came out of an organization of industry which was communistic and did not call for unlimited toil on the part of the workers. There was work and hard work to do, for even in the fertile tropical lands the task of fighting weeds, floods, animals, insects and germs was no easy thing. But on the other hand the distribution of products was much simpler and fairer and the wants of the people were less developed. The black tropical worker therefore looked upon work as a necessary evil and maintained his right to balance the relative allurements of leisure and satisfaction at any particular day, hour or season. Moreover in the simple work-organization of
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