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FIRST MEMOIR.
81


be cited in its behalf, because they all spring from the principle of equality of possession.

What means, then, this dithyramb upon property?



“The right of property is the most important of human institutions.” …




Yes; as monarchy is the most glorious.




“The original cause of man’s prosperity upon earth.”




Because justice was supposed to be its principle.




“Property became the legitimate end of his ambition, the hope of his existence, the shelter of his family; in a word, the corner-stone of the domestic dwelling, of communities, and of the political State.”




Possession alone produced all that.




“Eternal principle,—“




Property is eternal, like every negation,—




“Of all social and civil institutions.”




For that reason, every institution and every law based on property will perish.




“It is a boon as precious as liberty.”




For the rich proprietor.




“In fact, the cause of the cultivation of the habitable earth.”




If the cultivator ceased to be a tenant, would the land be worse cared for?




“The guarantee and the morality of labor.”




Under the régime of property, labor is not a condition, but a privilege.




“The application of justice.”




What is justice without equality of fortunes? A balance with false weights.




“All morality,—"




A famished stomach knows no morality,—
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