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WHAT IS PROPERTY?



 


CHAPTER V.




 

psychological exposition of the idea of justice and injustice, and a determination of the principle of government and of right.
 
PROPERTY is impossible; equality does not exist. We hate the former, and yet wish to possess it; the latter rules all our thoughts, yet we know not how to reach it. Who will explain this profound antagonism between our conscience and our will? Who will point out the causes of this pernicious error, which has become the most sacred principle of justice and society?

I am bold enough to undertake the task, and I hope to succeed.

But before explaining why man has violated justice, it is necessary to determine what justice is.


 



Part First.

§ 1.—Of the Moral Sense in Man and the Animals.




The philosophers have endeavored often to locate the line which separates man’s intelligence from that of the brutes; and, according to their general custom, they gave utterance to much foolishness before resolving upon the only course possible for them to take,—observation. It was reserved
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