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HIS LIFE AND WORKS.
xxvii


the speech which Proudhon delivered, on the 31st of July, in
reply to this report. "Le Représentant du Peuple," reappearing 
a few days later, he wrote, à propos of the law requiring 
journals to give bonds, his famous article on "The Malthusians"
(August 10, 1848). Ten days afterwards, " Le Représentant du
Peuple," again suspended, definitively ceased to appear. "Le
Peuple," of which he was the editor-in-chief, and the first 
number of which was issued in the early part of September,
appeared weekly at first, for want of sufficient bonds; it 
afterwards appeared daily, with a double number once a week.
Before "Le Peuple" had obtained its first bond, Proudhon 
published a remarkable pamphlet on the "Right to Labor,"—a
right which he denied in the form in which it was then affirmed.
It was during the same period that he proposed, at the 
Poissonniere banquet, his Toast to the Revolution.

Proudhon, who had been asked to preside at the banquet,
refused, and proposed in his stead, first, Ledru-Rollin, and
then, in view of the reluctance of the organizers of the banquet,
the illustrious president of the party of the Mountain,
Lamennais. It was his evidently his intention to induce the
representatives of the Extreme Left to proclaim at last with
him the Democratic and Social Republic. Lamennais being
accepted by the organizers, the Mountain promised to be
present at the banquet. The night before, all seemed right,
when General Cavaignac replaced Minister Sénart by Minister 
Dufaure-Vivien. The Mountain, questioning the government, 
proposed a vote of confidence in the old minister, and,
tacitly, of want of confidence in the new. Proudhon
abstained from voting on this proposition. The Mountain
declared that it would not attend the banquet, if Proud-
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