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says the Prince, "Percy I killed myself." "Didst thou?
Lord, lord, how is this world given to lying! If I may
be believed, so; if not, let them that should reward
valor bear the sin upon their own heads." You can
hear the same tone to-day wherever shifty impudence
pilfers the inventions and exploits of others to furnish
with them a house and reputation. This style is comic
because it is assumed to cover deceit, but is too scant a
pattern after all; and the cloven foot is amusingly unconscious
of being in full sight.

Sir John does not intend to be readily put down. In
the matter of arrest at Dame Quickly's suit for debt,
how airily he gives the Chief Justice tap for tap, and
urges that the officers are hindering him from going on
the king's errand! He is hard to get fairly cooped in a
corner; most invaluable counsel to defend a ring, big
enough to break through the most carefully woven indictment.
When you think you have him neatly at bay,
the bulky culprit floats over your head in a twinkling of
resource and is gone: it is done so cleverly that you
have not the heart to pursue him farther, or, if you do,
it is only for the sake of enjoying an encore of this
trapeze-shifting of his wit.

It is comic when his tone of protestation that he will
discharge his debt to Dame Quickly succeeds in taking
in her who has been so often deceived before. But one
weakness is always too strong for another; so he is
constantly betrayed into expense by her, and that is at
once her vice and its reward. "I owe her money; and
whether she be damned for that I know not."
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