
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Wit, humor, and Shakspeare. Twelve essays (IA cu31924013161223).pdf/139

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
It is also comic that his vanity prevents him from
suspecting himself of cowardice and evasion of duty;
so that he indulges the most inflated self-appreciation,
and no misadventure is sharp enough to prick it. "Embowelled!
'Sblood, 'twas time to counterfeit." And his
fright inspires him with the adage dear ever since to
shirkers, "The better part of valor is discretion;" and
it has a sensible purport which blinds him to his own
disgrace. "There is not a dangerous action," complains
he to the Chief Justice, "but I am thrust upon it. Well,
I cannot last ever. But it was always yet the trick
of our English nation, if they have a good thing, to
make it too common. I would to God, my name were
not so terrible to the enemy as it is." Does he really
think his bullying style is a perpetual action of bravery,
or is he delighting to be ironical upon himself?

Now Falstaff's mind has many a talent which liberates
it from the grossness of his body. His wit shows
a nimble foot of fancy. His common-sense is an acute
ally of his cowardice. The imagination which betrays
him into the largeness of his lying goes into the felicity
of his wit: both are on an ample scale. He rallies Bardolph
for his complexion, and overwhelms his ragged
company with comparisons, just as his men in buckram
grow in number. When his fancy seizes an opportunity
he cannot let it go, but unconsciously shifts it into all
possible lights, and exhausts invention to make the point
emphatic. How many imaginative people there are who
unconsciously lie in the same way with their exaggerated
raptures at a landscape, their wholesale contribu-
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