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so like the human that we might charge them with
being entertained at the practical jokes which they pass
upon each other, or over some obscurer sense of sylvan
incongruity. We can see, at least, that Nature was
preparing in them the nervous connections which men
employ to transmit their pleasurable emotions; as the
flexible plants which dangle by the streams and chasms
of the Andes are woven by his afterthought to span the
intervals, and the good cheer of humanity passes to and
fro.

The respiratory nerves radiate from their centre in
the medulla oblongata, the place to which the brain must
transmit the first shock of the surprise which ends in
smiling and laughing. Thence it is transmitted to the
heart and diaphragm, quickening the action of the one,
and setting the other in motion, at the same instant
climbing to engage the facial nerves in sympathy; then
the orbicular muscles retract, forcing the cheek up
towards the eye, and tightening the muscles which surround
the eyelid.

All our passions appear to claim the respiratory
nerves for outward expression. They are a signal
corps which communicate by hoisting the blush, the
smile; by letting fall the tear, by the exhalation of a
sigh, by the explosions of laughter. The life-breaths
of joy and grief tend primitively to the lungs, and they
voice the mother-tongue of all emotions.

I have often wondered how animals can avoid being
struck with the differences which exist among themselves,
so much more salient and intrusive than among
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