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HAMLET.

In this play it is common to look for an exhibition
of humor in the scene of the Grave-diggers; but
those personages are only amusing as a couple of
common men whose profession seems to have buried
both their feelings and their wits. One of them is accidentally
witty when he asks, "Is she to be buried in
Christian burial, that wilfully seeks her own salvation?"
But he and his companion do not make good the promise
of this opening text: they turn out to be tedious
louts who bring ale-house chatter to a church-yard and
only rise to the dignity of being ghastly, although we
know that the grave they dig is for Ophelia. We do
not properly recollect and feel this till they disappear
and the music of the funeral train is heard. Their
shovelfuls of dirt and bones make coffin-like cæsuras in
their singing, but the songs are too trivial to be trolled
over a pot; scarce are they a setting to an empty skull.
They rattle so dryly you wish they might be dumped in
and covered up. The sexton-riddles have little more juice
in them, for they are the kind that boozy gossips clink
out of their cans, and not the gay pursuivants of wisdom.
We begin to reflect that such triviality does not
become interesting because it is well hit off, and that in
one respect it is not well hit off, since it recurs too tiresomely;
and we are on the point of voting the whole
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