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father tells Hamlet he was murdered by his own brother.
Then the question of revenge becomes more difficult to
settle, especially as it involves widowing his mother;
and it is noticeable that the father himself, who afterwards
deplored Hamlet's irresolution, had previously
made suggestions to him which hampered his action by
constraining him to feel how complicated the situation
was. The father's caution runs thus:—



"But, howsoever thou pursu'st this act,

Taint not thy mind, nor let thy soul contrive

Against thy mother aught: leave her to Heaven,

And to those thorns that in her bosom lodge,

To prick and sting."




This does not inhibit Hamlet from dealing retribution
on the uncle, but clogs a mind so sensitive with the
drawback of consideration for the wife: she is evidently
no accomplice or confidant of the murder; that is clear
from the uniform respect, and even tenderness, which
the ghost craves for her.

But though Hamlet thinks that he is capable of
decision, he is so only when the case presented to his
meditation is so direct and plain that no chance for a
fencing-match of motives is involved. The conviction
which justifies his prophetic soul half disarms it. When
the uncle is at his prayers, Hamlet might "do it, pat;"
but the opportunity is too favorable: it paralyzes a mind
of his consideration. He cannot bear to rush upon a
man's back whose face is bent towards an act that has
a savor of salvation in it. But when Polonius was concealed
behind the arras and cried out, Hamlet impul-
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