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to Paris with his head under his arm, replied, "Pourquoi pas, Mademoiselle? ce n'est que le premier pas qui coûte."

The best repartee must subsidize the pleasure of wit.
When M. Scribe replied to the millionnaire who wanted
him to lend the use of his genius for a consideration,
that it was contrary to Scripture for a horse and an ass
to plough together, the man instantly parried the snub
by saying, "By what right do you call me a horse?"

Among the announcements in a French paper, we
find that "a young man about to marry wants to meet a
man of experience who will dissuade him." So Abraham
Lincoln thought he would not marry, because "I can
never be satisfied with any one who would be blockhead
enough to have me."

Perhaps the purest instance of thoroughly French wit
is to be credited to Mr. Emerson. An amiable rustic
once heard him lecture, but could make nothing of it.
Turning to a friend, he said, "Darn it! I'd like to know
what Emerson thinks about God. I bet I'll ask him."
He did, when Mr. Emerson came down the aisle.
"God," replied he, "is the x of algebra,"—that is,
the unknown quantity in every problem. Nothing could
be more admirable.

Mr. Beecher affirms that "it is impossible to discriminate
between the wit that produces only pleasure of
thought and that which produces pleasure of laughter."
It does not seem to me so hopeless a task to discriminate
between the two kinds of wit. Where reflection
predominates, and the act of wit approaches the statement
of a truth, so that the surprise does not borrow
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