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discover the lost tribes of Israel, the chairman opened
the business by saying, "I take a great interest in your
researches, gentlemen. The fact is, I have borrowed
money from all the Jews now known; and, if you can
find a new set, you'll do me a favor."

It is witty when the author of the "Maid of Sker,"
describing a dinner, makes the mouth water with smiles
when he particularizes "a little pig for roasting, too
young to object to it, yet with his character formed
enough to make his brains delicious."

Wit can depend, like punning, upon the felicitous use
of some well-known verse or sentiment, which suddenly
is made to adapt itself to a new idea; as when Henry
Clapp, speaking of an intolerable bore, inverted the
famous sentence which is associated with Shakspeare,
and said, "He is not for a time, but for all day."

In the same vein, on the strength of Laurence
Sterne's[1] assertion that "God tempers the wind to
the shorn lamb," a Boston wit, finding himself in the
powerful blast which sweeps across the Common and
makes a tunnel of Winter Street, remarked that he
wished there was a shorn lamb tied at the head of
that street.

Walter Scott tells an anecdote of the same special
character. "So deep was the thirst of vengeance impressed
on the minds of the Highlanders that, when a
clergyman informed a dying chief of the unlawfulness


	↑ Sterne may have picked up this sentiment during his journey in
France, when the donkey was bewept. At any rate, it is found in literature
as early as 1594, when Henri Estienne wrote his "Prémices:"
"Dieu mesure le froid à la brebis tondue."
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