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IRONY.

Nature herself practised irony long before men had
suffered from it enough to endow literature with its
expressive form. She has always pretended to agree
with our penchant for pleasant but noxious habits, and
for a long time seems to be of our opinion that such
ways of living are of a capital kind; but eventually she
is fatigued because we misunderstand her, and exclaims
by many a twinge, "You simpletons! I meant just the
reverse." "Why didn't you say so at first?" we reply,
as we smart to find we had been so prosaic when we
thought we were so romantic; but the smart etches the
shapes of tragedy upon the soul.

The mind uses irony when it gravely states an opinion
or sentiment which is the opposite of its belief, with the
moral purpose of showing its real dissent from the opinion.
It must therefore be done with this wink from the
purpose in it, so that it may not pass for an acquiescence
in an opposite sentiment. It may be done so well as
to deceive even the elect; and perhaps the ordinary
mind complains of irony as wanting in straightforwardness.
There is a moment of hesitation, when the mind
stoops over this single intention with a double appearance,
and doubts upon which to settle as the real prey.
So that only carefully poised minds with the falcon's or
the vulture's glance can always discriminate rapidly
enough to seize the point. In this moment of action
the pleasure of irony is developed, which arises from a
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