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But when Swift writes a chapter upon the use and
improvement of madness in a Commonwealth, the smile
which scantily flickers over the surface of it is the
smile of the Spartan boy while the fox was gnawing at
his vitals. Swift's pen makes the Iron Madonna's
gestures of invitation,—she that stood in mediæval
torture-chambers and bade the bewildered prisoner take
refuge in her opening arms, where a thousand lancets
pricked life, faith, and hope away.

At one time, the German Heine's irony smacks of
good humor; at another, you would ask for a bumper of
gall to sweeten your mouth. He represents two fat
Manchester ladies at a particularly exposed ballet, murmuring
to each other, "Shocking! For shame!" And
he says that they were so benumbed with horror that
they could not for an instant take their opera-glasses
from their eyes, and consequently remained in that situation
to the last moment, when the curtain fell.

By and by we hear a change of tone. "I always
obeyed the one commandment, that we should love our
enemies; for, ah! those persons whom I have best
loved were always, without my knowing it, my worst
enemies." And again: "Madame, you can readily form
an idea of what life is like in heaven,—the more readily,
as you are married."

This style of innuendo is always more good-natured in
Thackeray; as when speaking in the character of a
widower, who remembers the late Mrs. Brown, he says:
"By a timely removal she was spared from the grief
which her widowhood would have doubtless caused her,
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