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endowed with an impressive amount of deportment, and
his starched front and cravat seem to have been secreted
by the stiffest of spotless souls, in a rapture of rigidness.
This carapace of deportment is gradually worn too thin;
for it has been put to rough service on all occasions to
supply the place of virtue and to make its absence
appear no calamity. The irony consists in accepting
this deportment as if it were really put forth by an
estimable man. The book is one long strain of grave
assumption that Dr. Firmin is a good man and a
killing physician; but the reader knows better on the
first point, and enjoys tasting the man's villany through
this pretence. And it is kept up long after the deportment
becomes like the pantaloons of the stingy lawyer,
which hung in his garret labelled thus, "Too old to
wear, too good to give away." It is still good enough
for Dr. Firmin; and he reaches a respectable grave in
ignorance that we know him so thoroughly, and discovers
rather late that he was always well known at the
head-quarters of genius.

The story is a wonderfully sustained innuendo of rascality,
carried on by this ironical pretence of virtue.
Thackeray appears in it to be as green as Dr. Firmin's
dupes; but the mask is lifted a little in every
sentence, and the author and the reader peeping in at
opposite sides, their eyes meet, and smiles at what they
have discovered are exchanged.

Even the little sister, who becomes a living mother
to the Philip of the dead lady, cannot flee from this great
tide of irony, which catches her and stands up to her
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