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JAQUES.

There is not a spark of unkindly feeling in Puck
when he says to Oberon, concerning the lovers,—



"Shall we their fond pageant see?

Lord, what fools these mortals be!"




But when we overhear Jaques telling Orlando, "By my
troth, I was seeking for a fool, when I found you," there
is a tang of seedy beer in the speech. We suspect his
common-sense of having soured: so that when he says
to Orlando, "The worst fault you have is to be in love,"
we relish the estimate of Orlando's reply, "'Tis a fault
I will not change for your best virtue."

The melancholy of Jaques is the cynicism of a man
who is blasé with the convictions as well as the manners
of society. He enjoys his vein too well to be melancholy
in the modern sense of that word, for being something
more than satirical he is something less than
morose, and we feel that he is secretly pleased with his
ability to be displeasing. Every vice lends a man a
feeling of superiority in being different from other men:
he broke through some bounds to acquire it, and this
action contains some spice of originality and independence.
He transgresses in a temper of pity for
the less audacious and unchartered souls. So the cynic
who makes his whole vicinity uncomfortable is pleasant
company for himself because he has no mawkishness;
you cannot cheat him with superfine emotions, he happens
to have seen the world.
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