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the faster." Shakspeare seems to indicate how a virtue,
pushed to excess, provokes excessive criticism. We are
continually generating these extremes, when our social
virtue piques some social fault into parading itself.
Money maxims and manners are good things, but they
may all be strained to bankruptcy. So when Timon
becomes a fanatic of good-nature we see him developing
a monstrous Apemantus: his virtue, like an overgrown
fruit, becomes stringy and deprived of proper flavor.
We taste its coarseness in the colossal spleen of the
cynic who says, as Timon turns away from the repulsive
tone which was really sired by himself:—



"Thou wilt not hear me now: thou shalt not then, I'll lock 
Thy heaven from thee."



So it will always be: if the kingdom of heaven is claimed
by one violence, it will be competed for by another.

Apemantus is specially reared to be this bitter foil
to Timon's profuseness. He leads an isolated life, and
thus like all solitaries acquires the vice of exaggerating
his own opinions. They have never passed between
the fine emery of social contact. So he is a caltrop in
men's path, with a spike always uppermost to impale the
over-hasty feet. Poverty drives Timon directly upon it,
to wince at every step he takes on such a bristly virtue,
till he matches his smart with curses quite as pointed;
and Shakspeare shows us the two fanatics of two virtues
exhausting the vituperations of the English tongue to
banish each other into an oblivion, "where the light
foam of the sea may beat" their gravestones daily
with a bitter lip.
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