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Rabbins for chaplaincies if they had chosen. But they
pursued the old custom, which was not however of legal
stringency: appointed clergymen of the Church of England,
and regularly made all the usual contributions for
Christian purposes, including the customary one to the
Society for the Conversion of the Jews. In this incident
it is the element of Humor which imparts to us the
pleasure we feel.

Hippolyte Taine acknowledges that the French have
not the idea of Humor, nor the word for it. But we
might expect from him at least a definition. He can
only say, however, that humor includes a taste for contrasts,
buffooneries, the mockery of Heine, starts of
invention, oddities, eruption of a violent joviality that
was buried under a heap of sadness, and absurd indecency.
In another place he says that English humor
"is the product of imaginative drollery, or of concentrated
indignation."

Sir Henry Bulwer, in his book entitled "France,
Social, Literary, and Political," concedes the talent of
wit to the French and quotes the following instance of
it: "I asked two little village boys, one seven, the other
eight years old, what they meant to be when they were
men? Says one, 'I shall be the doctor of the village.'
'And you, what shall you be?' said I to the other.
'Oh! if brother's a doctor, I shall be curé. He shall
kill the people, and I'll bury them; so we shall have
the whole village between us.'"

Bulwer appreciates this, yet Taine denies to the
English the sense of wit. In fact, the quality of wit
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