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submit to this loose application; for there are plenty
of other words to make proper distinctions for us amid
our pleasurable moods, and permit us to reserve humor
for something which is neither punning, wit, satire, nor
comedy. Humor may avail itself of all these mental
exercises, but only as a manager casts his stock company
to set forth the prevailing spirit of a play. Comedy,
for instance, represents sorrows, passions, and annoyances,
but shows them without the sombre purpose of
tragedy to enforce a supreme will at any cost. All our
weaknesses threaten in comedy to result in serious
embarrassments, but there is such inexhaustible material
for laughter in the whims and follies with which we
baffle ourselves and others, that the tragic threat is collared
just in time and shaken into pleasure. All kinds
of details of our life are represented, which tragedy
could never tolerate in its main drift towards the pathos
of defeated human wills and broken hearts. Tricks,
vices, fatuities, crotchets, vanities, play their game for a
stake no higher than the mirth of outwitting each other;
and they all pay penalties of a light kind which God
exacts smilingly for the sake of keeping our disorders
at a minimum. Comedy also funds a great deal of its
charm in the unconsciousness of an infirmity. We
exhibit ourselves unawares: each one is perfectly understood
by everybody but himself; so we plot and vapor
through an intrigue with placards on each back, where
all but the wearers can indulge their mirth at seeing us
parading so innocently with advertisements of our price
and quality.
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