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DOGBERRY.

The advocates of the theory that Lord Bacon wrote
Shakspeare's plays like to point to the coincidences
of phrase between Dogberry's Charge to the
Watch in "Much Ado about Nothing," and Bacon's
"Office of Constables." They may be found in Judge
Holmes's "Authorship of Shakspeare," 2d ed. pp. 324, 326,
and are plainly Dogberry's misapplications of terms used
in some municipal code or usage for constables which
was common in Shakspeare's time. They may have been
only transmitted in the form of oral instructions before
being codified by Bacon, but at any rate they were well
known and highly relished by Shakspeare as specimens
of rural pomp in language. So that although the play
was first acted in the autumn of 1599, and Bacon did not
publish his manual until 1608, the force of referring the
coincidences to Bacon is lost by considering that every
village youth between Stratford and London must have
often heard the petty constables, which were elected
by the people, instructed in the phrases so comically
misapplied by Dogberry.

And at first it seems as if Shakspeare intended by
the introduction of Dogberry and his ineffective watch
merely to interpolate a bit of comic business, by parodying
the important phrases and impotent exploits of the
suburban constable. But Dogberry's mission extended
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