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	car, a search which finally enriched our literature when

he mumbled, "It's damned seldom where my bag is."

The malapropisms of Shakspeare have a quality that
is not strained. They would be so likely to occur that
they seem to verify all prosody and syntax, and we sometimes
prefer them to the correct word, especially when
the mistake brings a faint flavor of wit. Launcelot
Gobbo is tempted to run away from his service to Shylock,
and says that "the most contagious fiend" bids
him pack. When he meets his father, he says, "I will
try confusions with him," which is made witty by the
scene that follows, in which old Gobbo does not recognize
his son. I once heard a fine lady of society generously
revive Launcelot's vein when she said, apropos of some
event, "however incredulous it may appear."

Dogberry has a pondering look and a fribbling emphasis.
He rolls the plump phrases over and over like a
quid, but ejects them with a kind of strenuous drivel.
He makes pauses, as if discriminating the juiciest reflection,
but really settles at random, like a pigeon whose
brain has been vivisected; so he concludes that, if a man
will not stand when he is bid to, he may go; and that,
though a thief ought to be arrested, they that touch
pitch will be defiled; and that, on the whole, it is better
to let him show himself what he is, and steal out of your
company.

Thus he attains to the merit of genius when it chips
the egg and lets loose the struggling chick of the ordinary
mind. He voices the perplexity of the watch, and
lends to it the color of concession and sagacious com-
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