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interplay of the silliness of Aguecheek, the drunken
techiness of Sir Toby, the spite of Fabian, the mischievousness
of Maria, and the immeasurable conceit
of Malvolio, who appeared not like a human being, but
"as if he were his own statue erected by national subscription."
All these vices betray themselves with such
an infantile simplicity, and help each other to construct
so delightful a plot, that we feel, with the clown, perfectly
content to see "foolery walk about the orb like
the sun." It is so difficult to discriminate between follies
when they protect themselves by being so amusing,
that we say with Viola,—



"I hate ingratitude more in a man,

Than lying, vainness, babbling, drunkenness,

Or any taint of vice, whose strong corruption

Inhabits our frail blood."




We always have, as she did, some vice which we hate
worse than others. The one that is damned is generally
the only one which would put us to discomfort to
practise. But humor can make for a time only those
vices companionable which turn a man into his own
worst enemy and raise no tragic threat against the
State.

Malvolio, the steward of Olivia's household, is prized
by that lady for his grave and punctilious disposition.
He discharges his office carefully and in a tone of some
superiority, for his mind is above his estate. At some
time in his life he has read cultivated books, knows the
theory of Pythagoras concerning the transmigration of
the soul, but thinks more nobly of the soul and no way
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