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fuddled with inanity, and chirps and skips about, deluding
himself with the notion that Olivia will receive his
addresses. Sir Toby, to borrow money of him, fosters
the notion, and flatters his poor tricks. Then there is
that picador of a clown, who plants in Malvolio's thin
skin a perfect quickset of barbed quips, and sends him
lowering around the mansion which these roisterers
have turned into a tavern. The other servant, Fabian,
has a grudge against him for interfering with a bear-baiting
he was interested in; for Malvolio was one of
those Puritans who frowned upon that sport, as Macaulay
said, not because it worried the bear but because it
amused the men. The steward was right when he informed
this precious set that they were idle, shallow
things, and he was not of their element. No doubt he
is the best man of the lot. But he interrupts their carousing
at midnight in such a sour and lofty way that
we are entertained to hear their drunken chaffing, and
we call to Maria for another stoup, though they have had
too much already; but a fresh exposition of dryness
always sets in when such a virtue as Malvolio's tries to
wither us. However, he becomes the object of their
animosity, and they work in his distemper to make him
ridiculous.

There is no humor in seeing Malvolio fall so easily a
prey to their device. When a man becomes the cause
of his own mortification, it is simply comic. But the
intrigue becomes humorous when his vice shows disgust
at theirs, and theirs becomes indignant at his, and they
are delighted to see it well ventilated. For so do we
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