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72 THE RESIDENCY GARDEN

and flowers will give an idea not only of the
beauties of the garden, but of the climate of. the
valley.

Early in March the garden beauties begin to
develop. The turf is then still quite brown and
the trees leafless, but on March 8th, when I
returned to Srinagar, violets, pansies, wall-flowers,
narcissus, crocuses, and daisies were all in flower.
Daffodils, hyacinths, stock and a few carna-
tions were in bud, Columbine and_larkspur
leaves were sprouting. Peas and broad beans
sown in November were a few inches high.
And of the trees, willow leaf-buds were just
bursting and showing a tinge of fresh light yellow
green, and one apricot tree ‘was nearly bursting into
blossom. Of birds there were thrushes, minas,
bulbuls, sparrows, crows, kites, blue-tits, hoopoes,
and starlings; and of butterflies, a few tortoise-
shell and cabbage-whites. ,

The maximum temperature in the shade was
55° and in the sun 104°, and the minimum
temperature was 31°.

On March 17th the willow trees had acquired
a distinct tinge of green, as also had the grass.
Wild hyacinths (blue-bells) and yellow crocuses
were well out. The maximum temperature was
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