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86 GULMARG

He need not go to a single dance, or theatrical
performance, or dinner-party, or play a single
game. He need not speak to a soul unless
he wants to. He can pitch his tent in some
remote end of the marg, and he can take his
solitary walks in the woods; but, if after a while he
finds his own society is not after all so agreeable as
he had thought, if he feels a hankering for the
society of his fellows, male or female, and if he
finds the temptation to play with some ball is
irresistible, then just under his nose is every
attraction. He can indulge his misanthropic
inclinations at will, and at a turn in those inclina-
tions he can plunge into games and gaiety to his
heart’s content. :

The main charm of Gulmarg will, however,
always remain the beauty of: its natural scenery
and the views of the great peak, Nanga Parbat,
26,260 feet above sca-level, and 80 miles distant
across the valley. The marg or meadow itself is
a flowery, saucer-shaped hollow under a mountain
18,000 feet high, and bounded by a ridge directly
overhanging the main valley of Kashmir. It is
8500 feet above sea-level, open and covered with
flowers and soft green turf, but on all sides it is
surrounded by forests of silver fir interspersed
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