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87


BEAUTY OF ITS SCENERY 87

with spruce, blue pine, maple, and a few horse-
chestnuts ; and the great attraction is that through
this forest of stately graceful firs the most superb
views may be had, first over the whole length and
breadth of the vale of Kashmir, then along the
range of snowy mountains on the north, and as
a culminating pleasure, to the solitary Nanga
Parbat, which stands out clear and distinct above
and beyond all the lesser ranges, and belonging,
so it seems, to a separate and purer world of its
own. And there is the further attraction in the
Gulmarg scenery that it is ever changing—now
clear and suffused in brilliant sunlight, now the
battle-ground of monsoon storms, and now again
streaked with soft fleecy vapours and bathed in
haze and colour. No two days are alike, and each
point of view discloses some new loveliness.

Round the eutside of the ridge runs what is
known as the circular road. It has the advantage
of being perfectly level, and is fit for riding as
well as walking. Except the road through the
semi-tropical forests near Darjiling, which runs
for miles amidst immense broad-leaved trees fes-
tooned with creepers and lighted with orchids,
great tree ferns, wild bananas, and a host of other
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