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98 THE VALLEYS AND PLACES OF INTEREST

it rises the bold peak of Kolahoi, so conspicuous
in its sharp needle form from Gulmarg, and six
thousand feet above the glacier.

The cave of Amarnath is about 41 miles from
Pahlgam, and is about 18,000 feet above sea-level.
It is therefore above all tree vegetation, and
is set in wild and impressive scenery. The cave
itself is of gypsum, and is fifty yards long by fifty
broad at the mouth, and thirty at the centre.
Inside is a frozen spring which is the object of
worship, and beside it is a noble glacier and bold
and rugged cliffs.

MarTAND

Of all the ruins in Kashmir the Martand ruins
are both the most remarkable and the most
characteristic. No temple was ever built on a
finer site. It stands on an oper plain, where it
can be seen to full advantage. Behind it rises
a range of snowy mountains. And away in the
distance before it, first lies the smiling Kashmir
valley, and then the whole length of the Pir Panjal
range, whose snowy summits mingle softly with
the azure of the sky. It is one of the most
heavenly spots on earth, not too grand to be
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