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Section
107


CHAPTER VIII
THE PEOPLE

Kasumir is very generally renowned for the
beauty of its women and the deftness and taste
of its shawl-weavers. And this reputation is, I
think, well deserved. Sir Walter Lawrence indeed
says that he has seen thousands of women in
the villages, and cannot remember, save one or
two exceptions, ever seeing a really beautiful
face. But whether it is that Sir Walter was
unfortunate, or that he is particularly hard to
please, or that villages are not the abodes of
Kashmir beauties, certain it is that the visitor,
with an ordinary standard of beauty, as he passes
along the river or the roads and streets, does see a
great many more than one or two really beautiful
women. He will often see strikingly handsome
women, with clear-cut features, large dark eyes,
well-marked eyebrows, and a general Jewish appear-
10 .
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