
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Younghusband - Kashmir.pdf/155

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.

Section
109


THE PUNDITS 109

and tailors, and, indeed, to follow any trade except
the following which, according to Lawrence, are
barred to them—cobbler, potter, corn-frier, porter,
boatman, carpenter, mason, or fruit-seller. It is
hard for us occidentals to understand why the line
should have been drawn at these apparently
harmless occupations, but those of us who have
lived in India know that the Hindu does fix his
lines with extraordinary sharpness and rigidity, and
a Kashmir Pundit would as much think of working
as a boatman as an English gentleman would think
of wearing a black tie at a formal dinner-party.
The Kashmir Pundits are essentially towns-
people, and out of the total number about half
live in the city of Srinagar. But they are also
scattered sparsely through the villages, where the
visitor will easily distinguish them by the caste
mark on the forehead. On the whole they have
a cultured look about them and a superior bearing.

The Mohamedans form the large majority of
the population, and, having no caste, are engaged
in various occupations, and are found in every
grade of social life. And the Mohamedan gentle-
man of good position has something singularly
attractive about him. He combines dignity with
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