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ANCIENT RUINS 117

just beyond Rampur, is another right on the road.
At Patan, 18 miles before reaching Srinagar, are
two more ruined temples of massive construction.
Two and a half miles southward of Shadipur, the
present junction of the Sind River with the
Jhelum, are the remains of a town, the extent and
nature of which show conclusively that it must
once have been a large and important centre. On
the summit of the hill, rising above the European
quarter in Srinagar, is a dome-shaped temple
erroneously known as the Takht-i-Suliman. At
Pandrathan, three miles from Srinagar, is a
graceful little temple and the remains of a statue
of Buddha, and of a column of immense strength
and size. At Pampur and Avantipur, on the
road to Islamabad at] Payech, on the southern
side of the valley, wifere there is the best preserved
specimen temple, and at many other places in the
main valley, and in the Sind and Lidar valleys,
there are remains of temples of much the same
style. But it is at Martand that there is the
finest, and as it is not only typical of Kashmir
architecture at its best, but is built on the most
sublime site occupied by any building in the
world,—finer far than the site of the Parthenon,

sur-wt-the Taj, or of St. Peters, or of the Escurial,
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