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SHORT REIGNS 129

have been much more than an invasion of Hazara,
an attack on Kangra and the subjugation of what
is now the town of Gujrat in the Punjab, since
remarkable as the spot where we finally overthrew
the power of the Sikhs. But the record is of
interest, as showing that the conquering tendency
was still from Kashmir outwards, and not from the
Punjab into Kashmir.

But this was the last outward effort, and from
this reign onward the record is one long succession
of struggles between the rulers and usurping uncles,
cousins, brothers, ministers, nobles, and soldiers,
The immediate successor was a child whose regent
mother was under the influence of her paramour
the Minister. After two years he was murdered
by the Minister. Another boy succeeded who
only lived ten devs. Then the regent mother
herself ruled for’a couple of years, but a military
faction overruled her councils, and by open re-
bellion obtained the throne for a nominee of their
own, and the land became oppressed by exactions
of the soldiery backed by unscrupulous ministers.
The Queen was captured and executed, and a
disastrous flood and terrible famine increased the

general misery. After two years’ reign the soldiers’
. : 9
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