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130 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

nominee was deposed and a child put in his place.
Then there was a fresh revolution and still another
nominee, who, as he could not pay a sufficient bribe
to the soldiery, was deposed and the crown sold to
the Minister.

And now another power makes itself felt, the
influence of the feudal landholders, whose interests
had suffered from the prolonged predominance of
the military party. They marched upon Srinagar,
defeated the soldiers, threw out the usurping
minister, and restored the legitimate king, who,
however, showed little gratitude, but abandoned
himself to vile cruelties and excesses, till the feudal
landholders became so exasperated that they
treacherously murdered him at night within the
arms of one of his low-caste queens. The successor
was no better. He surpassed his predecessor in
acts of senseless cruelty and Wanton licence, and
was encouraged by his ambitious minister (who
was scheming to secure the throne for himself) to
destroy his own relatives. Some were murdered,
and others captured and allowed to starve to death
He himself died after a reign of only two years,
and his successor had to flee after occupying the
throne for a few days. The commander-in-chief
tried to seize it, but on placing the election in the:
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