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Section
131


INTERNAL STRUGGLES 131

hands of an assembly of Brahmins, they chose one
of their own number, who for nine years, by a wise
and mild rule, gained a respite from the constant
troubles of previous reigns. Only a short respite,
however, for on his death the aforementioned
scheming minister, after first putting his rivals out
of the way, forced an entrance to the palace, killed
the successor of the Brahmin, and threw him into
the Jhelum. He grossly oppressed the land for a
year and a half, and then died of dropsy, to be
succeeded by a youth grossly sensual and addicted
to many vices, who married a princess of the house
of Punch, ‘This lady happened to have consider
able force of character, and when her son succeeded
as a child, exercised as his guardian full royal power.
She ruthlessly put down all rival parties, executed
captured rebels, and exterminated their families,
She even, on her son’s death, murdered two of
her own grandsons that she might herself retain
power. Finally, she fell in love with a letter-carrier
who had begun life as a herdsman; she appointed
him her Minister, and he retained undisputed
predominance over her for her reign of twenty-
three years, his valour supplementing her cunning
diplomacy in overcoming all opposition.

The following reign, which was prudent, but
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