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HARSA 133

cunning and want of thought, in turn displayed
themselves in his chequered life.” He kept up a
splendid Court and was munificent to men of learn-
ing and poets. He also succeeded in asserting his
authority in the hilly country outside Kashmir on
the south. But he eventually became the object
of conspiracies, and to put them down resorted to
the cruellest measures. He had his half-brother,
as well as his nephews, and some other relatives,
who had given no cause for suspicion, heartlessly
murdered. Extravagant expenditure on the troops
and senseless indulgence in costly pleasures
gradually involved Harsa in grave financial trouble,
from which he endeavoured to free himself by
ruthless spoliation of sacred shrines, and even by
confiscating divine images made of any valuable
metal. He was further reduced to the necessity
of imposing new &nd oppressive imposts. All this
misgovernment spread discontent and misery
among the people; and while the plague was
raging, and robbers everywhere infesting the land,
there occurred a disastrous flood which brought on a
famine. A rising against Harsa was the result. He
was slain in the fighting ; his head was cut off and
burned, while his body, naked like that of a pauper,

was cremated by a compassionate wood-dealer.
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