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134 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

The position of his successor, Vecula, was no
less precarious than that of the generality of
Kashmir rulers. His younger brother was ready
to rise against him, and the leaders of feudal land-
holders, to whose rebellion he owed his throne,
behaved as the true rulers of the land. He pro-
tected himself by fomenting jealousy and mutual
suspicion, and murdered or exiled their most
influential leaders, and then openly turned upon
the remainder and forced them to disarm and
submit. He also systematically persecuted the
officials. On the other hand he showed considerate
regard for the common people, and was on the
whole a liberal, capable, and fairly energetic ruler.
Nevertheless he, too, met with a violent end. The
city-prefect and his brothers attacked him at night
in the palace as, unarmed and attended only by a
few followers, he was proceeding to the seraglio.
He fought with desperate bravery, but was soon
overpowered by his numerous assailants and cruelly
murdered, December 1111.

His immediate successor reigned only a few
hours; his half-brother only four months. He
was then made prisoner by his brother, whose
reign of eight years was one succession of internal
troubles caused by rebellious and powerful land-
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